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Libertie
by Kaitlyn Greenidge

Coming of age as a free-born Black girl in
Reconstruction-era Brooklyn, Libertie Sampson
was all too aware that her purposeful mother, a
practicing physician, had a vision for their future
together: Libertie would go to medical school and
practice alongside her. But Libertie, drawn more
to music than science, feels stifled by her mother’s
choices and is hungry for something else—is there
really only one way to have an autonomous life?
And she is constantly reminded that, unlike her
mother, who can pass, Libertie has skin that is too
dark.

When a young man from Haiti proposes to
Libertie and promises she will be his equal on the
island, she accepts, only to discover that she is still
subordinate to him and all men. As she tries to
parse what freedom actually means for a Black
woman, Libertie struggles with where she might
find it—for herself and for generations to come.

Check Out Reviews on Goodreads

Seek You: A Journey Through
American Loneliness
(Graphic Novel)
by Kristen Radtke

There is a silent epidemic in America: loneliness.
Shameful to talk about and often misunderstood,
loneliness is everywhere, from the most major of
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metropolises to the smallest of towns.

In Seek You, Kristen Radtke's wide-ranging
exploration of our inner lives and public selves,
Radtke digs into the ways in which we attempt to
feel closer to one another, and the distance that
remains. Through the lenses of gender and
violence, technology and art, Radtke ushers us
through a history of loneliness and longing, and
shares what feels impossible to share.

Ranging from the invention of the laugh-track to
the rise of Instagram, the bootstrap-pulling
cowboy to the brutal experiments of Harry
Harlow, Radtke investigates why we engage with
each other, and what we risk when we turn away.
With her distinctive, emotionally charged drawings
and deeply empathetic prose, Kristen Radtke
masterfully shines a light on some of our most
vulnerable and sublime moments, and asks how
we might keep the spaces between us from
splitting entirely. 

Check Out Reviews on Goodreads

We are the Brennans
by Tracey Lange

When twenty-nine-year-old Sunday Brennan
wakes up in a Los Angeles hospital, bruised and
battered after a drunk driving accident she caused,
she swallows her pride and goes home to her
family in New York. But it's not easy. She deserted
them all—and her high school sweetheart—five
years before with little explanation, and they've got
questions.

Sunday is determined to rebuild her life back on
the east coast, even if it does mean tiptoeing
around resentful brothers and an ex-fiancé. The
longer she stays, however, the more she realizes
they need her just as much as she needs them.
When a dangerous man from her past brings her
family's pub business to the brink of financial ruin,
the only way to protect them is to upend all their
secrets—secrets that have damaged the family for
generations and will threaten everything they
know about their lives. In the aftermath, the
Brennan family is forced to confront painful
mistakes—and ultimately find a way forward,
together.

Check Out Reviews on Goodreads

Harlem Shuffle
by Colson Whitehead

"Ray Carney was only slightly bent when it came
to being crooked…” To his customers and
neighbors on 125th street, Carney is an upstanding
salesman of reasonably priced furniture, making a
decent life for himself and his family. He and his
wife Elizabeth are expecting their second child,
and if her parents on Striver’s Row don’t approve
of him or their cramped apartment across from the
subway tracks, it’s still home.

Few people know he descends from a line of
uptown hoods and crooks, and that his façade of
normalcy has more than a few cracks in it. Cracks
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that are getting bigger all the time.

Cash is tight, especially with all those installment-
plan sofas, so if his cousin Freddie occasionally
drops off the odd ring or necklace, Ray doesn’t ask
where it comes from. He knows a discreet jeweler
downtown who doesn’t ask questions, either.

Then Freddie falls in with a crew who plan to rob
the Hotel Theresa—the “Waldorf of Harlem”—and
volunteers Ray’s services as the fence. The heist
doesn’t go as planned; they rarely do. Now Ray has
a new clientele, one made up of shady cops, vicious
local gangsters, two-bit pornographers, and other
assorted Harlem lowlifes.

Thus begins the internal tussle between Ray the
striver and Ray the crook. As Ray navigates this
double life, he begins to see who actually pulls the
strings in Harlem. Can Ray avoid getting killed,
save his cousin, and grab his share of the big score,
all while maintaining his reputation as the go-to
source for all your quality home furniture needs?

Check Out Reviews on Goodreads

A Slow Fire Burning
by Paula Hawkins

When a young man is found gruesomely murdered
in a London houseboat, it triggers questions about
three women who knew him. Laura is the troubled
one-night-stand last seen in the victim’s home.
Carla is his grief-stricken aunt, already mourning
the recent death of yet another family member.
And Miriam is the nosy neighbor clearly keeping
secrets from the police. Three women with
separate connections to the victim. Three women
who are – for different reasons – simmering with
resentment. Who are, whether they know it or not,
burning to right the wrongs done to them. When it
comes to revenge, even good people might be
capable of terrible deeds. How far might any one of
them go to find peace? How long can secrets
smolder before they explode into flame?

Check Out Reviews on Goodreads
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